The gold standard treatment for end-stage erectile dysfunction (ED) is the placement of a penile prosthesis. Informed consent is critical in helping to set expectations for this surgical procedure. All surgeons must help patients establish a solid understanding of the risks and benefits of the proposed treatment.
Informed consent is a legal concept where the treating physician must seek the authorization of his patient to perform a particular operation or intervention. The patient must be able to render an intelligent and informed decision based on all of the facts and information available (1) . This decision needs to be made prior to the commencement of any intervention and should be based upon an understanding of the risks or hazards that would influence a reasonable person making a decision to give, or withhold consent (1) .
The physician needs to disclose to the patient the potential for death, serious harm and other complications associated with the proposed procedure in lay terms. The physician must disclose available choices with regards to the proposed treatments. There is no duty to discuss minor risks inherent in the procedure. As long as the physician has thoroughly discussed the aforementioned issues with the patient, a nurse of physician assistant could have the patient sign the informed consent at a later time.
Based on a paper by Narang et al. (2) , the following example for a penile prosthesis informed consent has been devised.
We had a thorough discussion about all the alternatives in the treatment of erectile dysfunction (ED 
